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PREFACE

FroMm the way the public Press has called for ex-
planation upon certain points connected with the
campaign, it has appeared to me that the public
barely appreciate what was asked of their army
when it was sent to invade Afridi and Orakzai Tirah.
Having been present at the Campaign, I would that
my readers should start from as fair a standpoint as
possible, for I feel sure that, after really grasping
the circumstances of the campaign, they will appre-
ciate the reasons why I have abstained from criticism.
Be it understood that casualties must occur, and in a
mountainous country like the Afridi the casualties
must be in proportion to the efficiency of the trans-
port. The Government of India chose to eguzp the
Jorce with an inefficient transport, and the General
Officers could only do their best with what was
served out to them.

Those who have no knowledge of frontier warfare"
can form but the faintest conception of the adverse
conditions under which the campaign took place,
and it would be well for the public in general to
refrain from forming any judgment on the matter
till the whole question has been properly threshed
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out. - Let us consider for a moment the task that
lay before General Lockhart when he took over the
command of the Tirah Expeditionary Force. He
was given a conjectural map of the theatre of war,
and was led to understand that no small part of his
duty was a fairly accurate survey of the unknown
country. He had, it is true, at his disposal perhaps
as fine a body of fighting men as could be found in
any part of the world, but with this army he had to
carry a larger army of non-combatants and fol-
lowers, and a multitude of transport animals—an
array which would strike a Continental soldier
dumb with amazement. On the day the first shot
was fired on the Changru Kotal there were no fewer
than 43,810 transport animals attached to the Tirah
Expeditionary Force. This was, be it noted, in
addition to the transport of the Peshawar and
Kurram columns. Even given that this enormous
baggage train was in efficient order, which it was
not, and had to operate over level and metalled
roads, it would still have remained a source of weak-
ness to those responsible for its protection.

How much more, therefore, must this unwieldy
train have been a thorn in the side of our fighting
men when it had to be protected, and pushed and
driven through perhaps the most difficult country in
the world! General Lockhart was called upon to
take this undisciplined multitude across mountains
where there was not even a vestige of a goat-track ;
along river-beds strewn with boulders, where the
only path was knee-deep in icy water; through
gorges where two animals abreast closed the
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passage ; up gradients which in their initial stages
defeated (and this is a hard saying) even mountain
battery mules; down descents which were almost
precipices ; through barren places where food there
was none; and into extremes of climate which
destroyed the weaklings and consequently increased
the loads of the more robust. Even had there been
no opposition, the passage through such a country
of an army so handicapped would have been a great
feat. But there was bitter opposition. Each path-
way was disputed and every covering ridge held
bands of well-armed enemies. And such enemies!
The fighting on the slopes of the Safed Koh is not
the fighting of which one reads in books. Those
who have not seen half a dozen men armed with
weapons of precision and posted on the top of a
cliff stopping and even throwing into confusion the
baggage train of a whole division can never realise
what an undertaking is the coercion of these wild
tribesmen in their mountain fastnesses. Things are
not now as they were fifty or even twenty years ago.
In those days we had only to dislodge a few ill-
armed cragsmen, whose one advantage lay in the
natural positions which their country gave them.
Now the conditions are vastly different. The
Pathan, while still possessing the natural advantages
of country and physical hardihood, is further armed
with weapons as precise and deadly as our own.
He has been skilfully trained in their use, and from
a dozen sources comes his supply of ammunition.
He is as active as a gural or mountain goat ; he can
carry a week’s rations on his back; and experts
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maintain that he is as deadly a shot at eight hundred
yards as the Boer is at four hundred. Moreover, he
is clever and crafty, and is fighting in his own
country, where every hill path and position for
ambuscade is known to him. Long training in
fighting, whether as a soldier in our service, or in
the endless war of Pathan sept against sept, has
made him learned in the task of taking life while
carefully preserving his own. Indeed, it would be
difficult to imagine or discover a better method of
defending a mountainous country than the Afridi
has shown.

The critics at once conjure up the deadly effects
of screw-guns and Maxims. But what tribesman
was there who did not know before the Sampagha
was crossed that the nine-pounder could not demolish
a decently constructed sungar, and that the hail of
the Maxim was of no avail against a rapidly moving
line of irregular skirmishers? Indeed, on many
occasions our batteries and machine guns only fur-
nished larger targets for hidden riflemen. Knowing
exactly our weaknesses and where their own strength
lay, the Afridis in crafty council at Bagh determined,
when their choice was war, to avoid all massed
opposition, and reserve their fighting strength for
the system of guerilla warfare which they understand
so well, and in which all the disadvantages lie with
the invader. Thus they lay in wait upon the flanks
of straggling baggage ; marked down the range of
kotal, ridge, and defile; stood close hidden while
advance-guards and fighting bodies moved past
them in the early day, only to close upon and harry
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tired and day-worn rear-guards in the hope of delay-
ing them until they were benighted, trusting to
destroy them at leisure while entangled in an im-
possible country. Those who have never been
under a continuous fire do not realise how constant
rear-guard actions tell upon the soldier ; how weary
and dispirited he gets, and what resource and skill
and courage must be displayed by officers to stave
off disaster. Yet because men are lost, because
tired followers are panic-stricken in the face of an
enemy dropping, as it were, from the clouds, critics
call for explanations and the wrecking of military
careers. If only such critics could have stood on
December 13 in the fighting line, and seen the
magnificent display of skill shown by the officers of
General Westmacott's Brigade while men dropped
fast, they might perhaps understand the difficulties
under which a rear-guard retirement is carried out.
And it has been a campaign of rear-guards. I would
have my readers realise how easy it is for a crags-
man armed with a breechloading piece to cause
casualties, while he himself is secure on a hilltop,
and how rear-guard accidents may occur at the close
of a short winter day, when baggage has to be
driven and carried for miles down the bed of a
mountain torrent.
LIONEL JAMES.

Waini, T.S. RaiLway, INpia,
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Fanaticism the chief cause of the Pathan revolt — In-
fluence of European affairs on Asiatic minds—The Amir's
Pamphlet—And quotation from it—* The Mad Fakir.”

To pretend that the following is a complete history
_of the Pathan Revolt on the North-west Frontier
of India would be absurd : for it will probably be
years before a complete narrative, embracing the
full details of the wave of fire and sword which has
swept from Tochi to Bonair, is placed before the
“public.  All that the present volume pretends to
furnish is a simple narrative of the heaviest under-
taking upon which the Government of India ventured,
“to crush out a rebellion which at any time might
. have exercised the worst possible influence upon the
whole of the Indian Empire. Neither does the
narrative profess to be more than a rough diary of a
campaign, told in the simple language of a war-
correspondent, unembellished with profound reason-
‘ings on the political situation which led up to the
result. It is a brief description of those scenes of
the frontier drama at which the author was present,
and in chief is a diary of the operations of General
Sir William Lockhart’s force against the Orakzai
and Tirah Afridis,



4 THE INDIAN FRONTIER WAR

To speculate upon the causes which led to the
Maizar attack, the rising of the Swat-Bonair tribes,
the Mohmund raid, and the upheaval of the Afridis
from the Khyber to the Kurram, would open a
chapter of argument which would leave but little
space for the history of events. But after having
studied the attitude of the tribes from the first burst
of their energy, through the varied phases of their
resistance, and the final collapse of the majority of
sections, one is inclined to sum the causes of the
outbreak up under three heads: the first of which

& is fanaticism ; the second, fanaticism ; and the third,
JSanaticism. There is no doubt that there have been
many influences of late years tending to a definite
conclusion of the frontier question. Though no
statesman could tell when the actual outbreak
would occur, yet those who best understood the
uncertain temperament of these wild borderers knew
that the late policy, though it acted well for a time,
must sooner or later end in open friction, for there
is no limit to the extent to which the self-conceit and
independent up-bringing of the tribesmen could
carry them. Especially as their traditions fostered
their belief in their own prowess. The Afridis,
Mohmunds and Bonerwals, though they had often
been arrayed against the Indian army’s forces,
could boast that they had never been attacked with
success, and in two cases that their land had never
in all time seen the white invader. Moreover, as
they yearly became better armed and imbued with
training in arms, they grew more confident in the
security of their independence. And, to the feeble



THE MOHMUND EXPEDITION §

reasoning of the illiterate Oriental mind, it took but
little argument to impress upon the younger generation
that the subsidy which the Indian Government paid
the Khyber tribes was a simple tribute given rather
through fear than in accordance with a stated policy.
With a youth tired of inter-tribal feuds, and yet
trained to the use of arms of precision, the tribal
temperament easily lent itself to the first wave of
fanaticism which swept across the frontier hills and
valleys. It is not necessary to give the meaning of
the word fanaticism. Wherever Islam is the creed
there will be found disciples prepared to preach its
cause and to fire the undercurrent of feeling which
forms part of this weird belief. All that such
preachers ask is that a crisis may arrive which shall
stir the popular feeling out of the narrow channels of
trade, commerce, and homeside agriculture. And in
1897—by strange chance a year which marked a
great era in the growth of the British Indian
Empire—pathetically enough, this crisis came.

At the time much was written and said about the
present upheaval, much that had bearing upon the
subject and much that was irrelevant. But taken in
a nutshell the real cause of the whole business may
be claimed to be the successful attempt of the Mullahs
to 'seize a moment of unrest and work upon the
fanaticism of the tribesmen. The riots at Calcutta
and the Greek fiasco could have but little effect alone
to originate such an outburst of feeling; though
doubtless, as the documents subsequently found in
Said Akbar’s dwelling in the Waran Valley showed,
they were contorted so that they became incentive
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factors in keeping the flame alive. Practically
what happened is this. The Mad Mullah played
upon the veneration which the whole frontier has
for the late Akhund of Swat, and having represented

THEATRE OF OPERATIONS
i OF THE
MONMUNL. FIELD FORCE

O JAamauvo Forr
X PRINYPAL ENGAGEMENTS

¢~ g

himself as that worthy’s successor by divine selec-
tion, he preached from the text most hateful of all to
the Pathan borderer, * Annexation by the Infidel,”
and -his trump card was this : . There is holy Swat
practically annexed, a garrison at Malakhand, a
permanent post at Chakdara; yet in the original
proclamation a short occupation was all that was
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promised!” The Mullah made the most of this, and
prophesied an extension of it. This was enough to
unsettle the Pathan mind, and the conflagrated
border was the outcome.

Nor has the Amir’s pamphlet been an unimportant
factor. The work itself is a cunning production by
a cunning man, and even in the English translation
you can perceive the double meaning between the
lines. The summoning of the Mullahs to Kabul alone
was a sufficient foundation for the latter to work upon.
Such quotations as the following—and the Amir’s
book bristles with them—could not but be weapons
in the hands of fanatics : * The need of those persons
who defend the frontier of Mohamedan territories
for one prayer is equivalent to five hundred prayers
of those who stay at home and do not proceed to
the frontier for keeping watch.” Again: O true
believers, when ye meet a party of infidels, stand
firm and remember God frequently, that ye may
prosper. . . . When ye meet the unbelievers march-
ing in great numbers against you, turn not your backs
from them, for whoso shall turn his back unto them
on that day, unless he turneth aside to fight or re-
treateth to another party of the Faithful, shall draw
on himself the indignation of God, and his abode
shall be Hell : an ill journey shall it be thither!”

How far the Maizar outrage was an outcome of
the general wave of fanaticism which swept across
the frontier it is difficult to say, but there is no doubt
that ever since the publication of the Amir’s book
the Mullahs had taken the cue, and a religious
crusade was being preached throughout Islam in the
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East. And it may be that the back-wash of this
preaching influenced the Calcutta rioters, since many
weird suggestions found publicity in the Moslem
Press at that period, which at the time were treated
with levity and derision, as that portion of the
Mohamedan outburst faded as rapidly as it ignited.
If, however, Maizar was a herald of the coming
storm, it failed to attract attention to the whole
line of the frontier, though it was known poli-
tically that the fanatical Mullahs of the frontier
were restless, especially the Mullahs Powindah,
Najmat-ud-din of Jarobi, Said Akbar the Akakhel
Afridi, Indrej of Bazar. Then suddenly an un-
heard-of prophet arose in the land in the person
of a Bonerwal-Swat madman known as the ** Mad
Fakir.”

According to native report he was a native of
Swat who travelled to Central Asia and eventually
settled in Mazar-i-Sharif, the Amir’s chief canton-
ment in Afghan Turkestan. He is said to have
lived there for ten years and then to have gone to
Kabul. This summer, according to the same report,
he visited Bajour, the Utman Khel country, and
Buner, preaching the necessity of waging war
against all enemies of the Faith. He is supposed
to have been in league with Najmat-ud-din, the
notorious Mullah of Hadda, whose fanatical hos-
tility to the British Government is well known.
Whatever truth there may be in this story, one
point is clear : the *“ Mad Fakir ” appeared in Upper
Swat in July, and the fame of his preaching spread
far and wide. He gradually worked his way down
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the valley, with a rabble of men and boys at his
heels, and on July 26 he was at Landakai, within
hail of Chakdara. On that day he took the final
step which brought about the rising. He claimed
to be inspired to work miracles; the Heavenly
Hosts were, he said, on his side ; and he announced
that with or without help from his listeners he would
sweep our troops from Chakdara and the Malakand
in eight days. His excited appeals to the fanaticism
which exists in every Pathan were responded to in a
manner little short of marvellous: his progress from
Landakai to Thana and thence to Aladaud, both
villages in view of Chakdara post, must have been
a triumphal one; the villagers flew to arms; our
levies hastily retired, except such as joined his stan-
dard ; all the headmen, with one solitary exception,
were carried away by the popular enthusiasm; and
by nightfall a resolute body of tribesmen was on
the move to attack the Malakand, while another
party turned their attention to Chakdara. The
Mullah had roused the whole valley, and his stan-
dard afterwards became the rallying-point for
thousands of fighting men from Upper Swat, Buner,
the Utman Khel country, and even more distant
parts.

On July 29 the whole of India rang with the
news that the tribes had risen and that the Malakan
had been attacked; that Chakdara, the fortified
post on the Swat River, was invested ; and that the
tribes this side of the Panjkora were up. The
tension throughout India was great, especially when
the fate of the little garrison of Chakdara seemed to
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hang in the balance. Then came the news that the
post had been relieved, and it seemed that the first
wave of fanaticism had been checked ; and with the
wounding of the Mad Fakir himself and the heavy
losses inflicted upon the tribesmen, it looked as if the
frontier trouble was over, and the meting out of
punishment to the tribes implicated would end the
affair. But the public anxiety was barely assuaged
when from Peshawar camp the startling news that
the Mohmunds were up, and that Shankarghar, a
village within our frontier, had been raided and
gutted. The battle of Shabkadr, which took place
on August 9, showed that the raid was not the
work of a small party of marauders, and with the
vague rumours which reached Simla from the Samana,
India became convinced that the country was on the
eve of a crisis as serious as it was unexpected—a
general upheaval of the Pathan transfrontier tribes.
Nor was this a mistaken view, for within the next
few days the Samana was invested and the Khyber
in the hands of the tribesmen. On the very day that
General Sir Bindon Blood’s punitive division left
Amandhara to carry out the operations which were
planned to stifle the spark of revolt in Swat-Bonair,
and to make an example capable of being felt all
along the frontier, Gulistan and the Samana were
invested and an Afridi Lashkar had closed upon the
Khyber.

A few days previous to August 8, 1897, the Hindu
Baniahs of Shankarghar deserted their bazar, saying
that they had been warned that it was to be sacked
by the Mohmunds. The Baniahs being so scared,
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the Peshawar movable column, consisting of four
guns of the 61st F.B. under Captain Blacker, two
squadrons of the 13th B.L. under Major Atkinson,
the 2oth P.I., and two companies of the Somerset
L.I. under Major Lumbe, was sent out to Shabkadr.
There was no difficulty in crossing the Kabul River,
which was bridged, until the third branch of the
stream was reached; so the force made for the
Kadir ferry, the 13th B.L. swimming across it.
Major Atkinson and the 1st squadron reconnoitred
towards Shabkadr, flames at the same time being
visible. Lieutenant Turner reached the fort at
8 a.M. and found Shabkadr bazar burned, and that
the enemy had taken up a position facing the fort
on a plateau about a mile and a half distant.
Lieutenant Turner then®acted with his squadron in
compact formation until Major Atkinson brought up
the other squadron of the 13th B.L., the infantry
arriving somewhat later. The cavalry, skirting the
cultivated ground between the fort and the plateau
upon which the enemy was in position, pushed them
backwards and forced the Mohmunds into the low
hills which skirt the border, with considerable loss to
horses and men. The next morning the enemy were
seen still to be in possession of the lower ranges of
the hills, but did not appear in great force, so Colonel
Woon moved out to attack them. Taking his course
via Shabkadr village, he gained the plateau which
the enemy had held on the preceding day.

Here the infantry halted, as the artillery, to which
the 13th B.L. were acting as an escort, were not up,
having taken the direct route and found difficulty in
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the cultivated ground. The infantry being in such
small numbers, only about seven hundred, the enemy
conceived the bold idea of completely enveloping
them and cutting off their retreat to the fort. They
were found to be in reality in great force, at least
seven thousand. The numbers enabled them to
show a strong front, at the same time to detach a
force to operate on Colonel Woon'’s left flank, and
also a further strong detachment to work as cutting-
off party. The flanking party came down under
cover of the Gundab Nullah, while the third party,
completely concealed by the low hills, so far achieved
that object that the small force of Somersets and
2oth P.I. were forced to fall back. The enemy
were greatly assisted by ravines and the broken
nature of the country.

This same plateau has always been the battle
ground of the Mohmunds, and all past histories
point to their employing a similar method of attack.
Colonel Woon’s infantry retired in two sections,
the one supporting the other. But the tribesmen,
as usual, interpreted an orderly retirement to be a
defeat, and pressed on with great determination, at
times being within a hundred yards of the Shabkadr
force. While the infantry were thus returning by
alternate bodies on the fort, the artillery were able
to come into action, and this freed the cavalry, which
were directed by General Elles, who had arrived from
Peshawar during the engagement, to manceuvre out-
wards so as to join the enemy’s flank. Making their
way up one of the ravines, the 13th were able to.
execute this manceuvre unperceived by the enemy,
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and forming in a nullah, they made one of the most
timely charges which cavalry has made in India.

Led by their British officers, they took the inner
fringe of the advancing enemy and charged them
from end to end. Taking the entire length of the
plateau, a matter of about a mile and a half, they
over-rode the whole of the attacking front, and the
enemy, broken and demoralised, fled to the hills in
disorder. During the earlier part of the morning
the cavalry had been supporting the guns, but on
the arrival of the 3rd Field Troop from Peshawar,
Major Atkinson’s squadron was free to act as it
did, and to deal a salutary lesson to the over-con-
fident tribesmen. The incidents of this charge were
that Major Atkinson had his horse shot under him
at the end of the charge, four hundred yards in front
of the position originally occupied by the infantry,
and Lieutenant Cheynes was hit a few yards beyond.
To attest the severity of the morning’s fighting, sixty
per cent. of the force engaged were returned as
casualties. All previous experience with the Moh-
munds had been endorsed, in that a small force is
able to keep in check even overpowering bodies of
the enemy ; and at no moment during the engage-
ment was there any doubt but that the party could
have held their own back to the fort, though severely
pressed. The action is significant of the benefit of
infantry playing into the hands of cavalry and the
efficacy of their mutual co-operation.

From the gth until it was determined to send a
force into the Mohmund country, the force has been
a corps of observation, and the duty has been excep-
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tionally severe, as with an enemy audacious enough
to attack the very fort of Shabkadr—to attempt to
axe-open the door and to burn the environs—there
was no saying what they might not attempt. The
cavalry was out patrolling day and night, and one
squadron of the 13th B.L., under Major Balfour,
reconnoitred all three main routes into the Mohmund
country, which are due north-south of the Alikandi
route, through Pindiali’s villages (North Mohmund)
the Gundab Nullah, the direct route, the southern
boundary of which was the scene of Colonel Woon’s
fight and which leads to the centre of the country,
and lately the Shinoli route, which leads into the
southern portion of the valley by Afghanistan vii
Lalpura. It has not been possible in any case to
reconnoitre beyond a five-mile radius from camp,
because the enemy's pickets have invariably fired
on any attempt being made. All the main kotals
have been held in strength, at times to as many as a
hundred to two hundred rifles.

As soon as the authorities realised the really serious
extent to which the wave of fanaticism had spread,
it was determined to despatch without delay a
division into the Mohmund country. The original
programme which the Malakand division would have
followed was altered, and it was so ordered that the
Malakand and Mohmund field forces were to carry
out the work of punishment through the stretch of
land lying between Lalpura and the Swat River up
to Bajour in concert. It was estimated that a month
would be sufficient time to allow for the complete
punishment of the Mohmunds and Mahmunds ; and
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while these active operations were being carried out,
the organisation of the Tirah Field Force, the big
and crushing undertaking of the campaign, was being
pushed on, so that the force might start as soon as
the Mohmunds had been sufficiently dealt with.
General Elles was given the command of the divi-
sion which was to operate direct into the Mohmund
country, the same being drawn chiefly from the
Peshawar garrison, and the reserve brigade, which .
had been watching the mouth of the Khyber. By
September 11 most of the force had concentrated
at or about Shabkadr Fort, and the commissariat
had arranged for a general advance by the 15th of
the month.



II

Concentration of troops—Formation and despatch of the
Mohmund Field Force—List of officers.

SHABKADR Fort,*
September 12ti.

Tue daily cavalry patrol reported heavy firing at
7 A.M. at the mouth of the Karapa defile in Gundah
Nullah. Major Balfour moved out and supported
the patrol, and found that a party of tribesmen, about
three hundred strong, presumably Halamzais, had
come down into the Tarakzai hills, and had planted
three standards on the side of the left boundary of
the defile, which is clearly visible from Shabkadr.
They saluted the act with a fusillade of not less than
fifty rounds. This may be taken as an act of
defiance, and the supposed friendly Tarakzais must
have allowed them into their country to make the

* Shabkadr Fort itself was built by the Sikhs. It stands on a
mound and has walls fifty feet high, so is practically impregnable
to any force without artillery. Shankarghar was an old Sikh Can-
tonment bazaar, and it is inhabited chiefly by rich Hindu money-
lenders, who have had very profitable dealings with the tribesmen
on both sides of the border, distant only three miles away. Shabkadr,
when attacked, was held by forty or fifty Border Police, who were
attacked from about 4 p.M. to 5 A.M. They accounted for some
forty of the tribesmen without loss to themselves. The appearance

of the troops on Saturday morning caused the Mohmunds to with-
draw to a respectful distance, but they were full of fight when
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exhibition. A trader on his way from Periarwa to
Kuner reported that his caravan of donkeys had
been looted in the pass. On arrival of the cavalry
the tribesmen uprooted their standards and dis-
appeared into the defile, and the cavalry had orders
not to follow them farther.

SHABKADR CAMP,
September 14th.

The whole of General Elles' force concentrated
within two miles of the site of Colonel Woon’s
action of the gth of last month, and stood ready to
move at a moment’s notice, it being believed that
the start would be made on the 15th. General
Elles inspected all arms on the two days before
the actual advance took place, General Mac-
gregor's Brigade (2nd) being turned out on the
13th, General Westmacott's the following morn-
ing. The first-named comprises the Oxfordshire
Light Infantry; the gth Gurkhas, Colonel Wood-
house ; the 37th Dogras, Colonel Mills; the 1st
Patiala Infantry and No. 2 Mountain Battery. The
Oxfords turned out in condition, and it was impos-
sible not to notice their workmanlike appearance,

Colonel Woon made his attack. The ground on which the action
was fought must be much the same as that on which Sir Colin
Campbell in 1852 with six hundred men met and defeated six
thousand Mohmunds, and again in January 1864 Colonel A. Mac-
donnel, of the Rifle Brigade, with one thousand seven hundred and
fifty men, defeated a body of five thousand, who held the low hills
facing Shabkadr. His success, like that of General Elles, was due
to the cavalry, the Mohmunds being tempted into the plain and
then charged. A squadron of the 7th Hussars on that occasion
made three successive charges, which enabled the infantry to act
with decisive effect against the enemy's broken line.

B
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and that eagerness which betokens confidence in the
ranks both in themselves and their officers. The
oth Gurkhas looked well, but being Khas Gurkhas
are a different stamp of men to what one has been
used to. That they are of the right sort was amply
shown when the whole regiment volunteered on the
first orders of mobilisation to carry down the baggage
of the regiment, which lay with them at Lansdowne.
The 37th’s record is too recent to require further
eulogising.

The Patiala Sikhs called forth admiration on every
side. They are as fine a body of the great fighting
race as one could wish to see, and entirely officered
by native officers. It was pleasing to notice that
under the inspection they were as self-controlled
and confident as if it was not their first appearance
on active service. They are safe to fulfil the high
opinion already formed of their military efficiency.
The P.A. Somerset Light Infantry unfortunately
wore the stamp of the malaria-driven station which
they have garrisoned, and a month in a Shabkadr
swamp had told its tale. The 20th P.I. are the
pick of native infantry which we have seen lately.
The 1st Gurkhas also turned out admirably ; and
when one considers that General Elles’ cavalry is
the 13th B.L,, after yesterday’s and to-day’s inspec-
tion one feels confident that as fine a force is
concentrated on the Mohmund border as could be
chosen on the frontier.

The recent record of 13th B.L. calls for no
further remarks, but the horses of the regiment show
up wonderfully fit after a month of hard patrolling
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on the frontier. There are three Maxims with
the force, two attached to the Somersets, and the
16th Lancers’ Maxim detachment under Lieutenant
Campbell attached to the 13th B.L. The latter
equipment is one officer, eight men, eleven horses.
The gun and tripod carriage are carried on one horse
the ammunition-boxes on another. This equipment
seems the most practicable for hill fighting and un-
even ground, as the gun can be brought into action
at a gallop, and the unbuckling of a couple of straps
finds it in action.

The orders for the advance were out early on the
14th. The 1st Brigade under General Westmacott to
advance at 5.30 A.M. on the 15th up the Gundab
Valley making for Azim Killa, a fortified village
twelve miles up the pass. Two battalions of the 2nd
Brigade to act as support and the rest as baggage-
guard, two squadrons of the 13th convoying the
baggage later. The march should bring the force
into contact with the Tarakzai, Bharankhel, and
Halimzai Mohmunds. The Lower Tarakzai on the
left of the Gundab Gulley are reported friendly, and
it was in order that their patrols, showing a specified
headdress, were not to be fired on. But the other
two tribes have distinctly shown that they are
hostile, and it is from them that the first opposition
is anticipated. If the march is not unduly delayed
the 16th or the 17th should see the Peshawar force
into the Kumali Valley, which may be taken as the
key of the Mohmund country. Towards it converge
the three routes from the Peshawar Valley and the
Lalpura Nullah. Itis also practically equidistant from
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Nawagai with Shabkadr Fort. It is the country of
the Kwaizai section, and is reported to be highly cul-
tivated. It was arranged that the two invading forces
should concentrate here, as thus the whole of the
Mohmund country would be in their hands, for the
concentration meant twelve thousand troops againsta
reported possible nineteen thousand tribesmen, if the
latter stretch their organisation to the full. Thus
their only course would be to make a last stand at
Inzarai Jaroba in the Baizai section, or to set their
standards up upon the Kabal Sapar range, from
which point it is impossible to conjecture the future,
as they would have by the latest demarcation the
Amir’s territory as their retiring ground. The line
of advance after Had Kili or the Kamali Plain is
practically unknown, though it is evident that the
main commissariat positions of the country are the
above-mentioned points. Approximately the fight-
ing strength of the Tarakzai Halimzai and Isshakhels
is one thousand respectively, and the Bazai, who
were the most interested in the Peshawar advance,
two thousand.

The Governor-General in Council sanctioned the
despatch of a force as detailed below, to be styled
the Mohmund Field Force, to move into the
Mohmund country from Shabkadr, and co-operate
with a force under the command of Major-General
Sir Bindon Blood, K.C.B. The force was com-
posed as follows :

FIrRST BRIGADE.

1st Battalion (Prince Albert’s) Somersetshire Light Infantry.
2oth (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal Infantry.
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2nd Battalion 1st Gurkha (Rifle) Regiment.
Sections A and B, No. 5, British Field Hospital.

No. 31 Native Field Hospital.

SEcoND BRIGADE,
2nd Battalion Oxfordshire Light Infantry.
gth Gurkha (Rifle) Regiment of Bengal Infantry.
37th (Dogra) Regiment of Bengal Infantry (six companies).
Sections C and D, No. s, British Field Hospital.

No. 44 Native Field Hospital.

. DivisionaL Troops.
13th (Duke of Connaught’s) Regiment of Bengal Lancers.
No. 3 Mountain Battery, Royal Artillery.
No. 5 (Bombay) Mountain Battery.
- 28th Regiment of Bombay Infantry.
No. 5 Company Bengal Sappers and Miners.
1st Patiala Infantry (Imperial Service Troops).
Detachment 16th Lancers, with a Maxim gun.
Detachment 1st Battalion Devonshire Regiment, with two Maxim

guns.

.Sections C and D, No. 63, and Section A, No. 45, Native Field

Hospitals.

COMMANDS AND STAFF.

General Officer Commanding the
Force (with the local rank of

Major-Genceral),
Aide de-Camp
Orderly Officcr
Extra Orderly Officer

Assistant Adjutant-General .

Agsistant Quartcrmaster-General .

Deputy-Assistant Quartermastcr-
General (Intelligence)
Field Intelligence Officer

Commanding Royal Artillery

Adjutant Royal Artillery
Ficld Enginecr

Brigadier-General E. R. Elles,
C.B.

Lieutenant M. R. Elles, R.E.

Captain K. MacLaren, 13th Hus.
sars.

Captain R. E. Grimston,
Bengal Cavalry.

Major C. L. Woollcombe, 2nd
Battalion King’s Own Scottish
Borderers.

Major G. H. W. O’Sullivan, R.E,

Captain F. A. Hoghton, 1st Bom-
bay Grenadiers.

Lieutenant C. E. Macquoid, 1st
Lancers, Hyderabad Contingent.

Lieutenant-Colonel A. E. Duthy,
R.A.

Captain W, MacLeod, R.A.

Captain F. H. Kelly, R.E.

6th
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Assistant Field Enginesr
Assistant Field Engineer

Principal Medical Officer

Superintendent Army Signalling .

Provest Marshal .

Field Treasure-Chest Officer

Senior Veterinary Officer and
Veterinary Inspector

Chief Commissariat Officer .

Assistant to Chief Commissariat

Officer
Divisional Transport Officer .

Assistant to Divisional Transport
Officer

Ordnance Officer .

Survey Officer

Section Commandant
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Lieutenant W. A. Stokes, R.E.

Lieutenant C. B. L. Greenstreet,
R.E.

Surgeon-Colonel E. Townsend,
AM.S.

Captain G. C. Rigby,1st Battalion
Wiltshire Regiment.

Major P. Massy, 19th Bengal
Lancers.

Lieutenant W. M. Grimley, 2oth
Punjab Infantry.

Veterinary Captain F. W. Fors-
dyke, A.V.D.

Captain G. Westropp, Assistant
Commissary-General,2ndClass.

Captain G. R. C. Stuart, 1st Bat-
talion East Lancashire Regi-
ment.

Captain F. A. Rideout, Assistant
Commissary-General.

Lieutenant W. M. C. Vandeleur,
2nd Battalion Essex Regiment.

Major T. E. Rowan, R.A.

Brevet-Major W. J. Bythell, R.E.

Captain W.C. Knight, 4th Bengal
Cavalry.

FirsT BRIGADE.

Commanding

Orderly Officer . . . .
Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-General

Dcputy-Assistant Quartermaster-
General

Brigade Commissariat Officer

Brigade Transport Officer

Regiment  Commiissariat  and
Transport Officcr

Assistant  Superintendent Army
Signalling

Veterinary Officer . .

Brigadier-General R. Westmacott,
C.B,, D.S.0.

Lieutenant R.C.Wellesley, R.H.A.

Captain W. P. Blood, Royal Irish
Fusiliers.

Captain F. J. M. Edwards, 3rd
Bombay Cavalry.

Captain E. Y. Watson, D.A.C.G.

Captain D. H. Armstrong, 1st Bat-
talion East Yorkshire Regiment.

Lieutenant N. G. Fraser, 4th
Bombay Cavalry.

Lieutenant H. W, Field, Devon-
shire Regiment.

Veterinary Lieutenant F. U, Carr,
A.V.D.
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SECOND BRIGADE.

Commanding . . . . Colonel (with temporary rank of
Brigadier-General) C. R. Mac-
gregor, D.S.0.

Orderly Officer . . . . Second Lieutenant E.W. C. Ridge-
way, 2gth Punjab Infantry.

Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-General Captain G. M. Gloster, Devon-
shire Regiment.

Deputy-Assistant  Quartermaster- Captain H. Hudson, 1g9th Bengal

General Lancers.
Brigade Commissariat Officer . Lieutenant D. H. Drake Brock-
man, D.A.C.G.

Brigade Transport Officer . . Lieutenant R. G. N. Tytler, Gor-
don Highlanders.
Regimental Commissariat and Lieutenant F. W. Birch, 29th
Transport Officer Punjab Infantry.
Veterinary Officer . . . Veterinary Lieutenant W. J.
Tatam, A.V.D.



IT1

The Gundab Plateau—March from Shabkadr—Reconnois-
sance of the Jarobi Road and the Nahakhi Pass—Punish-
ment and fines inflicted on the Upper Mohmunds

GuxDAB FoORT,
Thursday, September 16th.
THERE are many records of heavy marches on the
North-west Frontier, yet there can be few to equal
the advance which was made yesterday into the
heart of the Mohmund country. Now that we are
here on the much-talked-of Gundab Plateau, it
seems difficult to realise what a labour it was to get
here. The 1st Brigade fell in at 5 a.a, at Shabkadr,
and at 5.30, as the day was breaking, a party of the
28th Pioneers and the 20th Pathans marched off
first towards the low hills and ravines which mark
the entrance to the Gundab Nullah. The 20th were
advance-guard, a place they had earned on account
of the hard time which they had with these very
tribesmen a month ago. The Somersets came next,
and then followed No. 3 British Battery, under
Lieutenant-Colonel Cunningham. Then the 1-2nd
Gurkhas, rear-guard. This was the order of ad-
vance of the 1st Brigade. From the very com-
mencement the path was but a water-way covered
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with shingle and boulders. For the first few miles
the country showed signs of habitation, but as soon
as the path which skirts the nullah and leads towards
the Karapa defile was reached, the country began
to present a most desolatc and arid appearance.
Low lines of hillocks, intersected with ravines and
solitary spurs, rose gradually above each other, and
but for a limited scrub jungle there was no trace of
vegetation, not even occasional trees, while after the
fourth mile no water or sign of water was visible for
ten miles.

The heat of the sun as the day advanced was
terrific, radiated and intensified by the face of this
arid wilderness. The political information was that
our object, the Azim Kila, was about twelve miles
inwards, with a good road quite suited to camel
transport. Again has it been proved how absolutely
unreliable is this transfrontier information ; for, after
the force had advanced as far as Dund and begun to
cross the Karapa, it was evident that no camel road
existed, and it afterwards proved that the destina-
tion was nearly twenty miles away, over a country
which was all but impassable to mule transport.
About Dund the enemy were reported, and a few
shots were fired into the 20th advance-guard; but
they proved to be only a few scouts, and the flank-
ing parties sent out reported all clear. After which
nothing further of opposition was met. But from
this point began one ‘of the most trying marches
that troops ever made in India.

The heat, as was said before, was awful, and a
couple of hours of it saw the water-bottles empty.
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Men, mules, and ponies struggled on until a halt
was called at one o'clock, immediately after the
steep ascent of the Karapa had been made. The
heat told terribly on the British soldiers, and all the
weaker were forced to fall out and wait for the water
mules. But after the halt the gradual rise to the
pass which leads into the Mohmund Plateau com-
menced. The road undulated more as the force
advanced, until when the rapid ascent of 1000 feet
to the plateau level commenced it was nothing but a
stairway of boulders, up which the transport literally
had to be hauled—great stepping-stones more like
the ascent of the Egyptian pyramids than anything
else. The path, or waterway to give it its correct
name, ran up this almost sheer ascent, and it was
not until the sun was sinking that the advance-guard
of the 2oth debouched on to the plateau plain on the
far side of the pass. Here were met the first signs
of cultivation. The plateau for two miles is a
pleasant plain, ended by the fortified village of
Gundab. Beyond this is the Gundab River and a
further plain of about ten square miles, with a fort-
ress to right and left, while beyond the hills which
intervene between the Kabul range rise perpendicu-
larly to about 2000 feet above our present level.
The whole of the range, which flanks the road to
Gundab, was found to be sungared and recently pre-
pared for defence, but the valley from end to end
was deserted, though every evidence showed that
the desertion had taken place almost as soon as the
2oth topped the pass. In fact, the fires in the
houses were alight and some live stock still about,
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while the hills across the ravine were covered with
refugees. It is expected that the tribesmen never
anticipated that our force could arrive at their
plateau the same day that they left Shabkadr, and
that the aid which they were promised from the
Hadda Mullah never arrived. The fact remains all
the same that they missed a great opportunity, for
if the pass had been held, Gundab could never have
been made that night. It was altogether a march
beyond the capabilities of British troops, and the
sufferings of the men in the heat during that weary
climb without water were beyond all conception.
Men of the Somersets were seen offering mule-drivers
all the money they had on their persons for a suck
at the dregs in a water-bottle. It was this march
which was responsible for the breaking up of the
Somersetshire Regiment.  Saturated with malaria,
the men gave out, and so trying was the day that
men who would probably have mended as the cam-
paign proceeded went sick, so that the regiment fell
to pieces during the severe work which followed,
and was unable in the end to take the place allotted
to it in the original constitution of the Tirah Expe-
ditionary Force. It was a terrible blow to the
whole regiment, especially to the officers, better
men than whom could not have been found. As
was to be expected, but little of the transport arrived
on the first night into Gundab, for the road was
worse even than the tracks on the Chitral Expedi-
tion. The village made an excellent camp for such
of the force as arrived, and the baggage was packed,
as well as was possible, as it stood on the pass.
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GUNDAB,
September 17th.

By this date the 1st Brigade was now fairly installed
on the Mohmund Plateau, but the arrival of the com-
missariat of necessity was slow, as the Karapa proved
a harder business than was anticipated. Two
squadrons of the 13th Bengal Lancers arriving on
the 16th made the strength of the force encamped
at Gundab up to three thousand fighting men. The
place itself is built after the fashion of all frontier
forts—that is, it is a confused collection of square
flat-roofed huts with occasional towers, and is com-
pletely surrounded by a wall. It stands on the
extreme edge of the tableland overlooking the
Gundab ravine. The place has every evidence of
the extreme poverty of the inhabitants, and the
house of the Khan is but a bare hut.

General Elles and General Westmacott made a
reconnaissance up the Jarobi road on the 16th,
taking as an escort a field troop of Jodhpur Lancers
and 13th Bengal Lancers. They found the road
vid the Gundab bed excellent for four or five miles,
and that the valley increased in fertility, and was
more generally inhabited as they advanced, the
fortified posts being numerous; in fact, every spur
was commanded, but there was no sign of an enemy
in force, and but for a few stragglers, twelve of whom
were captured, the valley was completely deserted.
The Nahakhi Pass was explored and found to be
passable, and not so severe as the Karapa, though
all information points to the road to Jarobi being
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almost devoid of water, which will make the advance
of even one brigade a difficult matter.

News arrived in camp on this day of General
Jeffreys’ rear-guard action in Bajour. Details are
scarce, but the fact of a Lashkar being in force on
the far border probably accounts for the clear advance
which this force has made. It points to the possi-
bility that these Mohmunds never anticipated that a
force could make its way up to Gundab as rapidly
as we have done, and concentrated to oppose General
Blood’s advance, which is a direct advance into the
best part of their country, if such a country can have
a best part. Whether they will return to give us a
taste of their night attacks or not it is impossible
as yet to say. Probably they will have their spirit
broken on the Bajour side, and will return here with
folded hands, asking to be spared, as they have never
opposed us; this being their general custom. A
small Jirgah has already come in to sec the Political
Officer, and this seemed to be the purport of their
visit.

Camp ISUFKHEL,
September 18th,

General Westmacott's Brigade, consisting of two
squadrons of the 13th B.L., under Major Atkinson ;
No. 3 (British) Mountain Battery, under Colonel
Cunningham ; 20th P.I., Colonel Woon; and one
company of the 1st Gurkhas, marched out of Gundab
into the valley which runs north behind it, and pro-
ceeding five miles encamped for the night at the
village from which this is dated. The General
made a reconnaissance with the cavalry up to the
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summit of the Nahakhi Pass, which is the northern
outlet of the valley. The whole of the Isufkhel
Valley is fertile as Mohmund fertility goes, and every
half-mile brings you upon fortified villages. Appa-
rently these people evidently live in a constant state
of hostility, for each village is surrounded by a wall
which is flanked with towers, and the majority of
them have keeps in the centre. The structure is
stone and the construction in all cases crude, mortar
or mud being rarely used except for the roofs—
shale-stones fitted in seem to be the extent of their
masonry material. What impresses one most in this
valley is the fact that, though fertile, the villages are
too numerous for the area capable of cultivation ;
therefore one presumes that the Mohmunds are more
thieves than husbandmen.

The General’s reconnaissance of yesterday was of
great importance. In the first place he found that
the pass out of this valley was far more practicable
than was anticipated, and that three days would
make it passable for all transport. Also news was
locally obtained that General Blood's cavalry has
been seen in the valley,* and while the General was
on the kotal we distinctly heard six reports far up
the further valley, which. could only have been
artillery in action. Thus we suppose that General
Blood’s force was engaged yesterday, and this pre-
sumably accounts for the extraordinary action of the
Lower Mohmunds in leaving the advance of General
Elles’ Division unopposed. The country had been

* This proved to be Wodehouse's reconnaissance from Nawagai
towards Mittai,
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drained of its fighting men so that the Bajour advance
could be opposed.

There can be no other interpretation of the
position, since almost impregnable posts have been
left unguarded, and there has not been a sign of
opposition since the Shabkadr watchmen fired on
the advance-guard the first day of our advance. It
is hoped that we shall open communication with
General Blood to-day, and it is possible that a
junction may be made between the outposts of the
two forces. The prospect, as the plain beyond the
Nahakhi Pass shows, is bad. As you stand on the
pass a great arid plain stretches away in front of you,
with an area of perhaps sixty square miles before the
next range is reached.

Of this plain possibly a hundred acres on the near
side of the pass are cultivated, the rest is a desolate
sandy wilderness, broken only by gaping ravines
and sandy hillocks. Water apparently there is none ;
and it is evident that the next two marches in this
country will be as severe as any General would care
to make with cavalry, mountain artillery, and mule
transport. To-day promises to be an interesting
one in the annals of this unsatisfactory campaign.

GUNDAB,
September 19th,
Yesterday was a day of many important events in
camp. In the first place the reconnaissance which
General Westmacott pushed out to the Nahakhi
Pass found helio connection -with General Blood's
Division about 10.30 .M. We had just climbed to

-
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the ascent of the kotal when a runner came in with
a letter from the converging force. And it trans-
pired that we had not been mistaken in the suppo-
sition that they had had an engagement. The
Khan of Gairat, with a following of about four
thousand men, had fallen foul of the cavalry patrols,
and had killed a couple of horses with their fire.
The guns had been brought up and the Khan's
position shelled, but no more forward action was
made that night. The helio brought the news
that General Blood's force was rather pressed
for food, and he asked for ten days’ supplies, or
in default he could work his end with five days’
supply. This, of course, even if the plan of opera-
tion had not been changed, would have been im-
possible, as we have barely yet got up three days’
supply for ourselves, though now that the camel
road has been so much improved, stores should
arrive rapidly.

As soon as connection was found by helio with
General Blood's force, General Westmacott made a
cavalry reconnaissance up the valley towards the hill
on which the signal station stood—it must have
been twelve miles away, and the cavalry could make
no junction. They found the country which they
crossed arid and, as they proceeded up towards the
beundary hills, sterile. Water there was practically
none. It is evident that water will be the chief
trouble of the advance. The two plains on the far
side of the Nahakhi Pass are found to be the Kamali,
which was believed to be a most fertile valley, but
which proves to be an arid stretch, occupied and
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inhabited, it is true, but the inhabitants are dependent
upon rainfall to stock their reservoirs, which are
tanks. There has been recent rain, but the opinion
formed by the reconnaissance is that it will be severe
work for the force advancing the two marches from
Nahakhi to Jarobi.

Two squadrons of the 13th B.L. under Colonel
Deane, made a further reconnaissance to the left of
General Westmacott's position, searching for the
Khappak Tangi Pass, which they are not sure if
they found, but they also found a land almost devoid
of water supply, tanks alone acting as reservoirs,
and these being of such slight depth that the trans-
port would exhaust them in twenty-four hours. But
by far the most important news in camp is that
owing to General Jeffreys having come into contact
with the Mahmunds in Bajour, General Blood’s
Division has been ordered back to pacify the Bajour
Valley. It is believed in camp that General Jeffreys
had a tough fight and is in a tight place, but direct
news is as yet impossible here. Consequently we push
on with all expedition to bring about conclusions
with Hadda Mullah, who, with Gairat Khan, has a
following some ten or twelve thousand strong
between Mittai and Jarobi. His men are locally
reported to have been reinforced by a number of
swashbucklers from across the Khandhari frontier.
This is not to be confused with Khandahar; it is a
local name of a valley in the Amir’s territory. The
supposition is that, unless we move with rapidity
and take the initiative, the Mullah’s adherents will
take General Blood's covering movement as a sign

c
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of.weakness, and thus taking heart, make a severet
task of General Elles’ advance.

Such is the attitude at present of Hadda Mullah
and the Upper Mohmunds. Commissioner Merk
has dealt with the Lower Mohmunds, and they
have completely surrendered as far as Jirgah pro-
mises go. The punishment for their share in
the Shabkadr dacoity is a fine of 5000 rupees, of
2400 maunds of grain, free forage for our troops as
long as we occupy the country, surrender of all
breech-loading rifles and Enfields, three hundred
firelocks, and three hundred swords. The Jirgah
has been given seven days to fulfil its promises. .

The terms of this treaty call for some reflection.
One would have preferred when treating with Pa-
thans to have blood for blood—village for village.
It is the method which they understand, and which
they are most likely to feel and remember. But
looking to the poverty of the Lower Mohmunds, and
believing their excuse that the Mullah with a show
of force coerced them, the punishment is considered
adequate. Still, the first good season will erase the
:memory of the fine from their minds, when ruined
villages and fire-blackened towers would have been
a lasting memorial of our visit.

The telegraph office is up to Gundab, the field
wire having been laid over an execrable road at the
rate of seven and a half miles a day, when the
guarantee is three to four. This promptitude re-
flects great credit on the officer in charge of -this
department. The Gundab office was opened at
midday on.the 18th, and we marched on the 15th, .
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It will be seen that while General Elles was push-
ing up towards Kamali, that General Blood had
crossed the Panjkora, and having left Brigadier
Jeffries to punish the Mohmunds, had himself with
Brigadier Wodehouse pushed on to Nawagai. It
was while General Blood was approaching Nawagai
that the severe engagement referred to took place.
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Attack on the Camp—Death of Captain Tomkins—Ill
luck of the 38th Dogras—Gallant conduct of Lieutenant
Watson, R.E.

INAYAT,
September 24th.
WE have had plenty of work to do since the 14th,
and there has been no time for writing letters, but
we have an off-day to-day, and I will attempt to give
you an account of what has been going on here in
these parts for the last few days. The 3rd Brigade
advanced from Ghosana to Watelai on the 12th, and
the 2nd moved up beyond Khar on the 13th, and
the r1th Bengal Lancers reconnoitred the passes
south leading towards the Mohmund country. On
the 13th the Political Officer with two squadrons of
the 11th Bengal Lancers moved up the Mahmund
Valley, and with the assistance of the Khan of Jhar
an attempt was made to get the Jirgah to come in;
but this proving unsuccessful, an advance was made
up the valley, and some sheds were burnt in a village
known to be implicated in the attack on Chakdara,
and in which there was a horse that had been
stolen from the cavalry. On the 14th a squadron of
the 11th Bengal Lancers reconnoitred the Salarzai
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Valley and one of the passes north. An armed
picket was posted on the hill, and in some places
armed men were seen about, but generally the people
seemed quiet. They expressed a fear that at any
time some tribes might come down and attack our
camp, and so implicate them. That day the 2nd
Brigade camp had been moved some miles nearer
the Rambat Pass ; the Buffs and Sappers had been
moved up to hold the pass, and preparations had
been made to cross in the morning. There was no
suspicion of any contemplated attack on the camp.
About 8 p.M., however, some shots were fired into
camp, and every one was on the alert at once.
The Guides occupied the east face of camp, the
Sikhs the south, and the Dogras with the cavalry
and guns the north face. The first attack was made
against the Guides and continued about two and a
half hours, the leaders every now and then making
every effort to bring their men on to the charge.
About one hundred yards from the east face there
was a deep nullah, and the ground on the far side
commanded the camp. The enemy, I believe, had
carefully reconnoitred the camp by daylight, and
located the headquarter camp, as all night a steady
fire was kept on this from the points of vantage east
of the nullah, and had the officers whose tents were
in that locality not been employed elsewhere they
would have fared badly. Several shots were fired
into some grain bags which were put up to shelter
the General.

After about two and a half hours’ firing from the
east face the enemy moved off, evidently to hold a
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council of war. They then came on against the
Dogras, their leaders again trying to bring them on
to the charge and imploring them to shoot lower.
A bugler also tried to sound, but only succeeded in
making weird noises. There was a large percentage
of rifles used against us, and the shooting was very
close, as will be seen from the number of animals
killed and wounded, about thirty-five being killed
and sixty wounded. The 38th Dogras had exceed-
ingly bad luck, losing three officers. Permission
had been granted to Captain Tomkins to make a
sortie, and orders had been passed down the line to
cease firing, when suddenly the order for the sortie
was countermanded, and Captain Tomkins was going
down the line passing the order to commence firing
again, when he was shot in the mouth and fell. He
must have offered a clear mark in the moonlight.
Lieutenant Bailey had just brought up an order to
his commanding officer from the General Officer
Commanding, and was shot in the side close to
Colonel Vivian, and died in a few minutes. Lieu-
tenant Harrington was lying in the trench with his
men with his head against the parapet, when a shot
came from over the other side of the camp and hit
him on the back of the head. Great sympathy is
felt for the 38th Dogras for their extreme ill luck on
this occasion. About 2 a.M. the enemy suddenly
stopped firing and began to clear off. At 6 a.m.
Captain Cole was ordered to move off with a half-
squadron of the 11th Bengal Lancers, and see if he
could find any traces of the people who had attacked
the camp.
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Outside the camp a crowd of people was seen, who
said that they were the followers of the Khan of
Khar and had come to help the Sirkar. One of
these gentlemen who had said that he had come to
help the Sirkar was then asked who had attacked
the camp, and where they had come from. Of this
he declared absolute ignorance, until a little per-
suasion was brought to bear on him by a few sowars,
when this ignorant gentleman crawled on to his
pony and led the party straight off after the enemy.
After going some six miles the right flank patrol
reported men going away to the right front; the
direction was at once changed, and after a gallop of
two miles the tail end of a party of tribesmen was
overtaken and a number speared. They were
followed into a gorge, where the cavalry dismounted
and opened fire. The enemy now having reached
ground where they knew themselves to be safe,
turned and opened fire, and those on the hills also
began firing. The position being a most disadvan-
tageous one for cavalry to act in, it was considered
advisable to return at once. Directly the enemy
saw the movement they came swarming down the
hill, but the retirement was carried out with the loss
of one horse killed and one wounded only, and the
enemy followed to within four miles of camp, keeping
at a respectful distance and with one eye on a
nullah. Three miles from camp the cavalry werc
supported by the Guides, infantry, and four guns,
but it was then too late to take the offensive.

On the 16th three columns moved out to the
north to punish the enemy who had attacked us.
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The right column under Colonel Vivian, with the
38th Dogras, a section of Sappers, and two guns;
the centre one, under Colonel Goldney, one squadron
11th Bengal Lancers, four guns, 35th Sikhs, and
Buffs; the left column to operate near camp, under
Major Campbell, with the Guides. The cavalry
with the centre column soon came up with the
enemy, who had collected on a knoll at the foot of
the hills some three hundred strong. On the appear-
ance of the 35th Sikhs they moved off north, keeping
close to the foot of the hills, and the 11th Bengal
Lancers followed them, dismounting, and firing
volleys as opportunity occurred. The 35th then
came up again, keeping close to the foot of the hills
for about an hour and a half, but the enemy had
disappeared among the rocks and hills. The 3s5th
then moved half right against the village of Shahi
Tangi. The tribesmen were sniping at them, but
there was no resistance. The village of Shahi
Tangi was reached and burnt, and then it was
deemed advisable to retire. Directly the retirement
was commenced, the enemy appeared from all sides,
rocks and nullahs, and came on very boldly—people
from the west of the valley coming over to join in
the fight. The Sikhs were pressed very heavily
down the hill, the enemy coming up to within forty
yards. When they reached the foot of the hill and
got on to open ground the charge was sounded, and
fixing bayonets, the Sikhs charged and cleared their
immediate front again, and a company of Buffs
coming up covered their subsequent retirement.

The 11th Bengal Lancers had all this time been



THE MOHMUND EXPEDITION = 41

watching the left flank, and had kept the enemy in
check for a certain time until they saw the success
of their movement against the 35th, when they at
once advanced against the cavalry. They were held
by dismounted fire for half an hour, when, having
turned the left flank of the cavalry obliging them to
retire, they immediately closed in on the left flank
of the Sikhs, taking advantage of cover afforded by
the nullahs. The cavalry, hearing heavy firing in
front, moved forward again, and suddenly saw a
company of Sikhs surrounded on three sides having
a hot fight. The advance scouts of the 11th Bengal
Lancers were seen to be very excited and signalling
wildly ; the squadron came up at a gallop, and
charged the right rear of a party of tribesmen
closing on the Sikhs. Unfortunately a nullah inter-
vened, into which the enemy threw themselves, and
the cavalry were unable to charge home. However,
they came up with such a yell that the nioral effect
of cavalry was seen, the enemy not only clearing
across the nullah, but out of the village on the far
side from which they had driven the cavalry three-
quarters of an hour before. The Guides infantry
came up a short time after, and swept the enemy
away back on the left flank. The General Officer
Commanding now came up. The guns were ordered
up to a position covering Shahi Tangi, and the 35th
and Buffs were commanded to go for the enemy hold-
ing that village. One company, 35th, who had been
acting as escort to the guns, was ordered up the hills
on the right (Captain Ryan’s company). The Buffs
and Sikhs soon cleared Shahi Tangi, and after a
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halt retired again without much opposition to the
position held by the guns.

A halt was now made, and the towers and fortifi-
cations were destroyed by Sappers. At about 3.45
a general retirement was ordered, and about this
time a message was received from Captain Ryan
that he was being pressed, and he was ordered to
retire at once; but apparently this message never
reached him. A half-company of Guides was also
sent to support him. Captain Ryan after some time
saw the retirement of the Brigade, and attempted to
conform, but was very heavily pressed, and could
only do so very slowly. As the brigade retired the
enemy came on from the west of the valley again
and pressed ; but as the brigade cleared the place
where the enemy had been first found by the r1th
Bengal Lancers in the morning, the tribesmen
seemed to have got news of the company of the
35th on the hill, as they moved rapidly across to
the east of the valley to cut off this company. The
Guides were now sent to assist the 35th, and the
brigade was halted on a small plain. The Guides
moved up to the foot of the hills, and took up a
position to cover the retircment of the Sikhs. The
retirement of the Sikhs was made down a long spur
ending in a level ridge followed by two small knolls.
A half-company of Guides reached the Sikhs just at
this level spot, and as the enemy’s swordsmen were
running in among them. The men were dead beat ;
they had had no water and a very heavy climb, and
a very hard-pressed retirement.

The Guides gallantly carried the wounded Sikhs
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down the hill, and soon the little party came under
the steady covering fire of the Guides at the foot.
Still the enemy pressed on. Lieutenant Gunning
was cut over the back twice in the nullah at the foot
of the hills by a man who got in rear of him as he
was using his revolver at three men facing him.
He had already been shot in the face at the com-
mencement of the retirement, so he was now in a
bad way, but was carried safely into camp. When
the Guides had been ordered to the relief of the
Sikhs the brigade halted for some time, but as the
Sikhs were reported near the bottom of the hill,
orders were given to march on. Darkness came on,
and by some ill chance the guns, a section of Sap-
pers, with a small escort of Buffs and the General
Officer Commanding, became separated from the
column, and found themselves left behind.

The General Officer Commanding, finding him-
self in this position, made for a small village; but
unfortunately the enemy got there at the same time,
and the escort was not strong enough to turn them
out. Lieutenant Watson, R.E., with five men of
the Buffs, made two gallant attempts to go back for
reinforcements, but he was shot down, wounded in
three places. Several other unsuccessful attempts
were made. A position was taken up under the
eastern wall of the village and a trench thrown up
to afford some protection, but the enemy were firing
at ranges from five to twenty-five yards. The
darkness of the night and the dead bodies of the
battery mules certainly saved a number of lives,
together with the fact that the enemy were afraid to
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face the guns. As the moon rose Major Worlledge,
35th Sikhs, who with four companies had been also
lost in the darkness, and who was on the plain about
eight hundred yards off, sent a sowar of the rith
Bengal Lancers to see if any assistance was required.
This man quickly informed him of the critical situa-
tion ; the four companies were brought up, and at
once the enemy bolted. The party was left undis-
turbed for the rest of the night. The remainder of
the brigade had reached camp about g p.m.

At daybreak the 11th Bengal Lancers and 38th
Dogras went out and brought in everybody.

Since then we have had a fight nearly every day,
but nothing of great importance has occurred. Now
the Maliks are seeking for terms, and have been in-
formed of the terms on which they will be received.
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Helio connection with General Blood’s force—Position of

the enemy—Night attack on General Blood's camp by the
Ghazis.

CaMP NAHAKHI,
September 20th.
THe whole of the 1st Brigade, with headquarters
and divisional cavalry and artillery, are now across
the Nahakhi Pass. One cannot say enough in
praise of the Sappers and Miners and the Bombay
Pioneers for the way in which they have made the
pass over the separating range from upper and lower
Mohmund land passable for all arms and camel
transport. When the cavalry first reconnoitred
into the Upper Mohmund Plateau, two days ago, it
was as much as men and horses could do to scramble
.down, the horses stepping from boulder to boulder,
with the sowars hanging to their tails to keep them
from overbalancing when the landing purchase was
small. It took the cavalry two hours to climb over
the two miles of pass on the 18th, and on the 20th
laden camels made the passage in three-quarters of
.an hour. The news from General Bloed, with whom
helio connection has never been lost since first
established on the 18th, is that the enemy is still in



46 THE INDIAN FRONTIER WAR

force within reach of him, but has retired a little
farther up into the hills. They made a half-hearted
attempt upon his camp last night, which was easily
countered. Our own news is that the Suffi Mullah
has been detached by Hadda Mullah to attempt to.
prevent us from conjunction with General Blood's
force. The spies reported this force to be in the
hills, about three thousand strong, six or seven miles
north of Nahakhi, and the 13th B.L. have gone out
to look for them.

No news as yet has been received from the recon-
noitring column.  When connection was fairly
opened yesterday with General Blood'’s force, orders
came through from India that General Blood was to
retire and arrange punitive measures in the Mohmund
country as a set-off against their attack upon his
rear brigade. Yesterday General Blood helioed
through that it would be disastrous if he retired in
the face of the enemy, that General Jeffreys was
strong enough to do all that was required at present,
and that a conjunction with General Elles was
imperative. For that reason the whole of General
Elles’ 1st Brigade pushes forward to-morrow to
Lakarai, which is within four miles of General
Blood, so that a concentration must take place to-
morrow. And from this will date the precise
measures of the operations against Jarobi and the
Haddah gathering. The days are hot, but the
weather is not severe, the health of the force being
extraordinarily good. Of the force which marched
from Galanai (Gundab) this morning not a single
man fell out, and the hospitals are barely occupied.
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NaAHAKHI Pass,
September 20th, g P.M.

General Elles and General Blood are timed to
meet to-morrow somewhere near Lakarai, and, as |
said in my last letter, the future of the expedition
dates from their meeting. Important news has come
into camp to-day from General Blood's column, but
being by helio, of necessity it is in places broken,
and deficient in detail. It appears that General
Jeffreys was out with a punitive column, and that he
met a certain amount of opposition, and that the
tribesmen retired before him, and his column pursued
until late in the day. On retirement of the column
towards their camp, the enemy, augmented in
numbers, returned to the attack, and pressed their
advance so hard that General ]Jeffreys was forced to
occupy a large village on the hillside, his column
not being long enough to prevent it; the enemy
occupied the far end of the village, and it was from
this position that the fire was so disastrous, and it
was only upon support coming from the camp that
the enemy were sufficiently driven out for our
casualties to be carried away. Telegraphic mes-
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